
   

“This venture is of the greatest importance 
both to the UN as a responsible institution and 
to the millions as of yet unknown, innocent 
victims who might, in the future, be saved by 
this essential addition to the UN’s capacity to 
act on their behalf.” - Sir Brian Urquhart    
Former UN USG for Special Political Affairs 

“The UNEPS initiative directly responds to the 
widely recognized need to protect people 
caught in deadly conflicts. While serving as 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, I 
pleaded on numerous occasions for the rapid 
deployment of specialized forces. Effective, 
trained and specialized standing forces would 
have been invaluable.” – Sadako Ogata, Former 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees  
 

“We are the ones who understand well and support 
with convincing evidence and testimony why 
the world needs UNEPS—a United Nations    
Permanent and Rapid Response to deal with 
issues of peace and humanitarian relief.”         
– Cissa wa Numbe, Secretary General, United 
Nations Association of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 

 

  

     SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE     
TODAYTODAYTODAYTODAY! 

   
  Complete this form and email or mail to the address 

listed below. 

 

□ Yes! I/We would like to receive UNEPS updates 

  from GLOBAL ACTION TO PREVENT WAR. 

 

□ Yes! I/We would like to endorse the UN  

  Emergency Peacekeeping Service initiative. 

 

Title (e.g. Ms):____ 

First name:_____________________________________ 

Last name:_____________________________________ 

 

Organization: __________________________________ 

 

Contact Information 

 

Street:_________________________________________ 

City & non-US mail code:_________________________ 

State or province: _____US ZIP code:_______________ 

Country:_______________________________________ 

 

Telephone number:______________________________ 

Fax number:____________________________________ 

 

Email address:__________________________________ 

Website:_______________________________________ 

Organizational acronym:________________________ 

 

How did you hear about us? 

 

Global Action to Prevent War   

866 UN Plaza, Suite 4050 

New York, NY 10017 

 

Email:  

coordinator@globalactionpw.org 

 
www.globalactionpw.org 

G L O B A L  A C T I O N ’ S  G L O B A L  A C T I O N ’ S  G L O B A L  A C T I O N ’ S  G L O B A L  A C T I O N ’ S  

M I S S I O NM I S S I O NM I S S I O NM I S S I O N     

Global Action to Prevent War (GAPW) is 

a transnational network dedicated to 

practical measures for reducing global 

levels of conflict and to removing the 

institutional and ideological impediments 

to preventing armed violence and severe 

human rights violations.  
 

●●● 
 

Our Program Statement grounds the goal 

of conflict prevention in specific              

integrated phases over a three to four-

decade period and demonstrates in a        

concrete way how we can move from an 

international system based on conflict 

and power relations to one grounded in 

law and multilateral institutions. 
 

●●● 
 

We highlight and promote action            

towards  advances in early warning, the 

prevention of armed conflict, non-violent 

means of conflict resolution, post-

conflict peace-building, conventional 

disarmament, the  implementation of      

standing, rapid-response peacekeeping to 

combat genocide and crimes against     

humanity, along with other hopeful,    

confidence building measures.                  

 

●●● 

Visit our website 

(www.globalactionpw.org)  

to learn about Global Action’s          

programs and how Global Action  

can support your efforts. 
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UN ITED   

NAT IONS   

EMERGENCY  

PEACE  S ERV I CE  
 

 

Promoting the United Nation’s  
ability to respond quickly and  
effectively to outbreaks of   

genocide, crimes against humanity,  
or other humanitarian disasters 

 
 
 

 
 
 

a project of 

Global Action to  
Prevent War 



 

    

 

    

    

    

    

    

THE WAY FORWARDTHE WAY FORWARDTHE WAY FORWARDTHE WAY FORWARD    

    
Because governments have so far failed to     
authorize an Emergency Peace Service at the 
United Nations, the responsibility now lies with 
civil society, working with allies in the UN and 
in Member States.  
 
As we create this service, our global partners are 
determined to:  
 
• Identify interested parties throughout the 

world interested in promoting standing 
peacekeeping capacities at the UN; 

 
• Secure broad agreement on the principles,        

composition, and financing of a UNEPS; 
 
• Expand and develop a well-organized      

network of support that utilizes promotional 
materials, endorsements, and a speakers’ 
bureau to spread awareness; 

 
• Encourage dialogue among NGOs, the UN 

system, and national governments to ensure 
formal adoption of UNEPS and related 
peacekeeping capacities.  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

CORE PRINCIPLES OF UNEPSCORE PRINCIPLES OF UNEPSCORE PRINCIPLES OF UNEPSCORE PRINCIPLES OF UNEPS    

    

• UNEPS will be a permanent standing      
capacity based at UN-designated sites. 

 

• UNEPS will be capable of rapid response to 
a humanitarian emergency (48-72 hours). 

 

• UNEPS will be competently organized   
under a unified UN command. 

 

• UNEPS will initially involve as many as 
18,000 personnel, individually recruited 
from many different countries, expertly 
trained,  and able to demonstrate skills in 
conflict resolution, law enforcement,    
humanitarian assistance, and other peace-
keeping capabilities. 

 

• All UNEPS personnel will receive           
comprehensive, expert training in peace-
keeping with an emphasis on human rights 
and gender issues. 

 

• UNEPS will complement existing UN and  
regional peacekeeping operations, serving 
as another tool to support efforts to end 
genocide and crimes against humanity. 

 

• UNEPS will be financed through the    
regular UN budget. 

    

THE NEED FOR THE NEED FOR THE NEED FOR THE NEED FOR     

STANDING, RAPIDSTANDING, RAPIDSTANDING, RAPIDSTANDING, RAPID----REPONSE  REPONSE  REPONSE  REPONSE  

PEACEKEEPING CAPACITYPEACEKEEPING CAPACITYPEACEKEEPING CAPACITYPEACEKEEPING CAPACITY    
 

Despite the urgency at times to move quickly 
to prevent genocide and crimes against     
humanity, the United Nations has no reliable, 
complementary capacities to respond 
promptly, even if halting a catastrophe would 
save hundreds of thousands of lives.  
 
The genocide in Rwanda illustrates this     
incapacity, as have massive killings of        
innocent civilians in Cambodia, East Timor, 
the DRC, Liberia, Sudan, and elsewhere. 
 
The time has come for a standing United   
Nations Emergency Peace Service (UNEPS) to 
ensure that the next humanitarian disaster 
can be prevented. 

    

    

    

WHAT IS UNEPS?WHAT IS UNEPS?WHAT IS UNEPS?WHAT IS UNEPS?    

    
The UN Emergency Peace Service (UNEPS) is 
being designed by a global partnership of 
NGOs, government representatives and UN 
officials as a standing, individually recruited, 
service integrated, gender mainstreamed 
service that can provide rapid response to   
outbreaks of genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and other humanitarian disasters.   
 
UNEPS is intended to provide complementary, 
integrated, ‘first-in, first out’ services that   
underscore human rights, protect civilians 
and reduce the number, length and costs of 
more traditional peacekeeping operations 
that often arrive on the scene too late and 
with a much too limited mandate to stop    
violence effectively.  

 

PARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPSPARTNERSHIPS    
    
As UNEPS expands in appeal, the range of our 
global partners is expanding as well. We now 
have strong working relationships with         
affiliated centers in South Africa, Spain, Japan, 
India, Australia, Canada, Brazil and elsewhere.  
 
It is critically important to our global partners 
that our proposal not only be coherent and well 
researched, but that it also be as flexible as we 
can make it to carefully address the security 
needs and aspirations of diverse global regions. 

    

ADVOCACY WORKADVOCACY WORKADVOCACY WORKADVOCACY WORK    

    
Through the UNEPS secretariat in New York, 
Global Action engages in vigorous advocacy 
with UN officials, government representatives, 
civil society leaders, and peacekeeping experts. 
With our global partners, we conduct work-
shops, make event presentations and facilitate 
publications on standing peacekeeping capacity 
and related issues.  
 
Our signature book, A UN Emergency Peace   
Service: To Prevent Genocide and Crimes 
Against Humanity was published in collabora-
tion with the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 
and the World Federalist Movement. 
 

STRATEGIC UNEPS PARTNERSSTRATEGIC UNEPS PARTNERSSTRATEGIC UNEPS PARTNERSSTRATEGIC UNEPS PARTNERS    
 

Centre for International Political Studies , Pretoria 
 

Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, Sydney 
 

Citizens for Global Solutions  
 

World Federalist Movement- 
Institute for Global Policy 

 
And other academic and civil society  

organizations worldwide 
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